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'• .• A. ^- <•-_«. . 

I 

By Daniel Featley, D. D. 



• • k 



Ipririted by ti. HiSs^ in Blackftyd^s, mt fhe 
Water>fide, for the Benefit df the Poor. 1 708. 



;-<^ivi>\'?^'?> 



• .,- . -v 



JU*' 









..y «^.T 




.■ ■.( l"):-'-:...;. . . -.;■■"■■■-."•;: 

. ■ . D.EUT. XXXn. ZQ. 

that they were ivife^ then, they would under fiand 
i • this^ tliij)UA'iU conjider thdir latter end. 
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i "^g^ mrJhipful,JCC. ^/ ' ; 

N9ci K?^, -by juft cffrtpmSn ; ffr rtiahf *^8;b 
there are Days in the Year, viz,. Three hundred fixrir 
jl P J fiire, and he was the feventh Man from AdaWy aind 
Iftr'd i» ^w»o ^ Snbhathico^ the Sabbathick Year, and* therth 
^ hfc^me a lively Emblem both of rhis Life, and the tife 
^ come. FoV' tile Labours of this Life are govein'd by c^ 
Gourfe of the Sun^ which is firti(h'4'in that Period of Timjek 
^d the reft of the Life to come is evidently prefigured. ifc 
ihe Sabbath, - h if fjrriher wr1tie6:-of him in the holy iW- 
cirds of Eternitjt, that he talked h^lth God^ Heb. ii.ljjr;. 
'HfJ was therefore tranjlated that hejhouldnot fee death, Gan^ 
jjf* 24. to teach us, that they who walk with God all the dayk 
of their Life as he did, (hall cdm into no condemnation^ bw 
JBnmediately pafs from Death to Life, from Death temporf^ 
td Life eternal ^ ybich. .was^ "^^fefej"^ ■^• c iphfiy ' d uutp \f 
ifl( tlie NarratiotPof Thcf Seven iff^y^ Creafion.' "'Affft' t\n^ 
l^ntion of every Day in the Week, and the Work there^f^ 
ktk read, So the Evening and the Morning were the fir ft daf^ 
iSten. I. 5, 83I3, 19, 23, 31. and fo the fecond, and the reft: 
h^t after the relation of the Seventh day*s Creation, on wbidi 
0od refted^ andbleffed^ and faniiified it^ Gen. x. I^ x, * 
IHe former Claufe is quite omitted: It is riot added asrin tli4 
idil, So the Morning and the Evening were the feventh ddft 
Wcaufe in Heaven, whereof the Sabbath was a Type, th« 
|if,^p Mbmingaqd Eycffiing^ muKtcleliNigbf ; butaTilAlrwf 
perpetual High-noon. For rhe Lamb is the light thereof^ ApOCf 
it. 23. and this Lamb is the Sun of Right eoufnefs, Mai. 4. jki 
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^hich never rifech nor (ettetb, b(i( keepcth ftjil in the midiL 

qF the Empyreal Heaven and Throne of' God : As on the 
i^mrary, in Hell there is nothing but' contintial Mid'-oighr. 
and everlafling Darknefs. Thus the Wifdom of God juuly, 
9nd the Juftice of God wifely harh proportioned the Rewards 
in the Life to come co the Works of Men in this Life ; thcjr, 
that ta^ off the works of darknefs^ and f'ut on the armour of 
lights and walk in the light as children of the light htre^ (hall 
hereafter poffefs the inh&itance of the Saints in llght^ (Jplof, 
It IX but they who love darknejs nior^ fban light ^ arid have 
tbi fellgwjhip with the unfruitfal works of darineff,, anti con^ 
tinuaily walk as in the dark^ in gro(s and palpable Ig;nprance^ 
in Gluttony and Drunkennefs, in Cbsimb^ring and Wanton*-, 
ne(st and the like Sins of Darknefs heire, (half hcr«^ter iq- 
habit the Region of perpetual Darknefi^ and never- vaniOiing 
Shadows of Death. . O.that we were..\yi/e, then we ^oulfi 
underftand thefe things, and in the beginising of our {lace ia 
this World think of our * latter End ;, For the beginning o£ 
Wi(dom is the confideration of our .End : and a forcible 
Means to bring us to everlafting Life> is to meditate conti- 
nually upon our Death. To think what we (hall be, flench 
snd rottenneCs and worfe if we be not better, Afhes and Cin- 
ders of Hell, tifill, through the power of Chrifl's Death, make 
lu. what we fliould be ; that is^. dead to fi^^ dead to the world j 
dead in our felves^ but alive in God. How can he live ini 
fin, who perpetually apprehendeth that he (hall die eterpglly 
for bis (in ^ How can be make a Trade of Iniquity, and a 
Sport of Religion, and a Mock of God, and a God of his 
6eUy, who hath Hell-tormcnis always before the Eyes of hia 
Mind ? Jerfdjalem remcmhed not her laji end^ Lament, i. 5^; 
therefore [he came flown fearfully : and bccaufc we put from 
us the Evil day, it cometh fad upon u?. It were impof&ble 
to go on forward, as we do in the Ways of Sin, and Paths o£ 
Death, if we would dwell but a little while ujpon the(c or the 
like Thoughts : After a few days, perhaps this very day, yea 
this hour, I (hall be called to a ftriA account of my whole 

■ ■' ■ ' ' II ■ ■■ ^1 ., — . .1.1 ,, ■ II ■ dfc— 

* Sen, cp;jo, Ut m9rtm nun^uafh timtas, Cm fir cogita» 

A 5 • ' LiW 



/ 



,^.^«r-^j!'T.v.-:. ■ 



. . (4) 

Life, cbarg*d with all the Sins, open and fecret. fiat ever F 

have coihmitted, accufed by the Devil, convi<5icd by mine 
own Confcicnce, condemned by the dreadful Judge of quids 
and dead, to be cad into utter Darknefs in Hell, there to en* 
dure fuch Torments for ever, as it would break the ilrongeft 
Hearty and conquer all humane Patience to feel but for aiii 
hour. Hac cogitate tfi vitiis cmnihtts rentmeiare^ to cnter- 
iiko ajferious confidera'tion of thefe things, is to chafe away^ 
all wanton and wicked Thought?, and to fend a BiU of Dp^ 
"Oorce to the World ^and all her Minions, the Miftrefles of! 
our carnal Affedions : but this is the mifchief, as St. ^ Cf-^* 
frian pr^king the right Vein, tclleth us, it is a thing to be^ 
bewailed with Tears of Blood, that none almoft mindethevef^ 
Ia(linjg( Torments. Fordid they mind them, and believe them,- 
they could not but fear them *, and if they feared them, they^ 
woulif beware of them^ and if they would beware of them^ 
they might eCrape them.^ O that Men therefore were wife,- 
to rfiink upon Hell before they ruflied on the brink of it, and 
enter Into a (eriou3 confideration of God's fearful Judgmental 
upon obftinate and impenitent Sinners before they were over- 
taken by them. This is the fcope and effect of thefe words, 
and I pray God they m&y work this effe£): in us, that laying 
before our Eyes the fearful Ends of the Wicked, and their 
Da n>nat ion^ we may learn from henceforth to be mfi unto^ 
fa\vaiion. 
" The unum tieceffarium^ and chief Point of all to be thought 
upon in this Life is 3 What fhall become of us after we go 
from hence ? for here ( God knows ) we have but a fliort 
time to ftay. We read in King Solomonh diftribution of time, 
EccUf. 3, jjr, 2. according to the feveral Occafibns of Man't 
Life, to every thing there is a (eafon, and a time to every 
purpofe under the Heaven ; a time to be born, and a time to 
die : but we read of no time to livc^ as if our Death bt>rder*d 
upon our Birth, and our Cradle /food in our Grave , yet upon 
this moment, rather than time of our Life, dependeth E terniry. 



* Cyp. de morta^r Mttma torments nenjo cogit at, tju^metueret con- 
fUitttia fi crtderet^ fi mttueret eaveret, Ji caveret evadereu 
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I TThegreateft Perfection attainable by Man. in . 
phis Life is Wifdpm, and the mo&fi^opeitAAo(J)mfiim» 
^ffclom IS Confideration, and the fehicfcft Poiiit 
of Conffideration is our latter End: Firft therefore ihe Spirit 
fi( God in this Text commcndeth Wifdom to their Defires. 
[Secondly, Confideration to their Wifdom. Thirdly, Their 
I Letter End to their Cpnfideration : and the iporc to ftir up 
itheir AflFedlions^ and exprefi his, be delivereth thb hi? Advice 
itiaWift, and accompanieth it witij a deep Sigh,, faying, O 
fiat they were wife^ they would nnderfland this \ that it. is not 
for their fakes that they might brag, but for their Enemy^s fake 
that they might not brag, that I have thus long fpared them. 
For I had long ere t\i\%feattered tbith abroad^ and made their 
remembrance ceafe frem amongji Men^ hut that I knew their 
Adverfaries would take advantage thereat^ and w/tx prcud 
upon it^ and fay our high band^ and not the Lord hath Ai^ne it. 
For they are a Nation void of council^ neither u there any 
underfiandmg in them, Verfe 27. Which words 
bear a Light before the Words of my Text, and Coherence. 
thus bring them in : ** O that they were wife, 
^* then they would undcrftand this, viz,, that nothing ftand- 
'^ eth between them and my Wrath, my Wrath and their De- 
•* ftru6lion, but the Pride of their Enemies : they are indebted 
'* to the Fury, Malice, and Infblency of the Heathen, who 

* fcek utterly to deftroy them, and by proudly treading upon 
^ their Necks, to trample True Religion under foot, that 
^ Hell rains not down upon them from Heaven, and they 

* not burnt like Sodom, and confumed WkeGomorrab. Were 
' they wife, ih:y would underftandit, and underllanding 

* confider how near they are to their End, and confidcring it 
^ meet the Lord upon their Knees, to prevent their utter 
' overthrow. 

Obferv. 1 . O that they werefo wife^ If thpfe words where- 
vhh Mofts bcginneth )[i\s Swan-like Song immediately before 
lis Death, My doilrine JhaB drop, as the rain, and wxlf^^ch 
^aU difiill as the dew^ as the fmatt rain upon the tendirkrb^ 
md as the fhowen upon the graft, Verfe x. were verifecd ofany 
i hi? wojds, they arc certainly of thefe in my Ttxt^ which 
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ilrop lih§ rain^ or rather like honey from bis mouth ; whereby 
yf^d^ai/iihfte how Jwntfk^ Lord i$ in his Speeches, how mild in 
his Proceedings, hoW p^ifionate in his Perfwafions, what force 
of ^(t ^^ £l(X}uence he uieth co draw us unto him, without 
FprcCj arid yiolpiffi,^j;j^F« 9?ti Sighs the very Breath of Love? 
Are not JSjofas the 'very Accents of Grief? Are not Groans 
fetched d^cp the long iPeirio'ds of Sorrows raviihing Eloquence ? 
ivh|iih Almighty Gcrd breaches out of the boiling Heat of hii 
AfFe<9ion both ncre anil elfe where ? O Efhrdim^ wbatJhaU Idd - 
unto thee? OJudahj borp Jhatlintrgdt tijee ? for your righteoujkefi \ 
i as a' morning-cloudy' .and your* goodnefs a$ an earthly dew vanijhetk ^ 
afpMffHoii 6. 4. O that my feople had hearkened unto me, and Ifrael 
bad walked in my tpoy^: Ijhculd fion have fubdued their enemies^ 
and turned my hand again/t their adyerfaries. The haters of th€ 
Lord Jhquld have Jubmitted tbemfilves unto him : but their time 
fhould have endured for evtr. He fhould have fed them with the finefi " 
of the wheats ^nd with honey out of the rock^ would I have fatnfied 
thee^ PfaL*8i. i?, 14, 15, 16. And, Ojerufalem^ Jerufalem^ 
which kiJltJl the Prophets^ and ft onefl thofe that arefent unto the^ 
how often would I have gathered thy children together at a Ben doth 
gather her chickpu under her wings j but ye would not ? Mat. X 3 . } 7« • . 
How can the Affedlion more outwardly enlarge, or the Heart ^ , 
open itftlf, than by opening the Bo{bm, and llretching out ''] 
the Arm$ to im brace ? Behold the Arms of Almighty God fir etched -\ 
all the day long to a rebellious people^ which walketh in a way that fP0 c 
not good f after their own thoughts^ E(ay ^5. 2. What truer ^nt 
bajjadors of a bleeding Heart than weeping Eyes? Behold rbc 
Tears of pur Saviour over Jerufalem^ and reach your hand, and ^ 
thruft ic' into the hole of his'fide, and you (hall feel drops from ' 
his heart bleeding afrelh for your ungrateful tefufil of his Love, 
and defpite of his Grace. If drops ot rain pierce the ftonesj 3 
and drops of warm Goat's blood crumble the Adamant into pie- 
ces^l^i^U "Q^ Chrift's Tears fink into our afFe<Sions, and the 
drops ot hii htait-blood break our hearts wich godly forrow, 
and make them (b thoroughly contrite by unfcgined repenc^noe» 



jriai. yi. j./« wcjc ukji, mat v^ity very unwiic, luai. w\juA\ft 

refufe any tolerable conditions of Peace offcr'd by a potent E|ie- 
my, agaihft whdmlke could not make her party good in War? 
BdovciJ,* Htc we able co hold out War wi?h Afiwghty God? 




( 7 ) 
to ma^in a fight agamft his Plagues and Judgments ? What 

are we but degd Men, if he lay hold on hb gHtcenng Sword ? 
Why then do we nor coine in whilft he holdeth oiit his gol- 
den Scepter of Mercy ? Why fue we not to him for a Treaty 
of Peace? It can hi no disparagement to us to feek to him 
firfti ytc we iieed not, he fcekech to us firft, he maketh aii 
Ovrerrure of his dcfirc tor Peace, he drawcth condirions with 
his own hard, and cffercth them to us, as we heard btfore out 
of the 8 1 ft Pfalm , If Ifiael would have walked in my ways^ &C. 
that is, if you will yield to me, and acknowledge me for your 
Lord, and accept of my Laws, I will take the proteftion of 
yojagainft all your bodily and ghoftly Enemies, I will fecure 
you from all dangers, enrich you with grace, give you all the 
co.itentment you defire upon Earth, and prefer you to a Crown- 
of gloi) in Heaven. Can you dtfire fairer conditions than thd^^ 
know ye who it is that tcndereth them ? He is your Lorc^ and 
Maker, who need not coudWon with you ; that vjVn'ch he 
meekly craves, he could powerfully force you untoj he fueth 
for that by entreaty, which he may challenge by right ; all 
that he r^quireth on our part is but our biunden duty, and his 
ddire is that we fliould bind him to Us for doing that fervicc 
which we are bound to do. Was there ever fuch a creditor 
heard of, that would comeinborids ior his own debt, and be- 
come a dcb;pr to his debtor ? St. * Aiiftin could not hold when 
he fell upon this Meditarioi>, but breaketh out into a Paffion, 
Thou vouchfafefif O Lord^ hy thy froniifcs to become debtor to them^ 
to whom thou remitteft aii debts. What happinefs ! what honour 
is It to have Almigluy God come in Bonds to us? I bcftech 
you think what tiiey dcferve who ftt lighc by Co great a favour, 
and refufe fiich love. 

Afplicatitm. Now God maketh as it Were love to us, and in 
doleful Somiets complains of our unkindnefs ; O that my feople 
would have hearkped unto my vozce^ &c. To which his amorous 
Expoilulations, if we now turn a deaf Ear, the time will come 
wheD we (hall take up the Words of God in our own Perfons, 
and with Hearts grief and fcrrow lay, O that we had hearknei 
to the Lord I O that ufe had walked in hn ways\ then (hriuld we 
have (een the felicity of his cho(en, and rejoyced wUh thejoy^ 
of hb People, and gloried with his Inheritance : but now W(? 

* Aug; If. confefc. p. Dignarie quoniam in ficnlum tnifgricordi** 
tus efi ii4 ^uibut omnia Mita dimittis frotnijftmbut tuis debitor fieri* 
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. ( 8) 
behold nothing but the mifery of his Enemies, and are confound- 
ed with the Ihame of Reprobates, and fuffer the Torments of 
the Damned, and fhall till we hixve fathfied to the utmofl far- 
thing. Now God wooeth us w ith deepcft Proteftations of Love, 
and largeft Promifes of celeftial Graces ; which if we make 
light ot it, ic will one day fall heavy upon us. The fwccteft 
Wine corrupteth into the (hirpeft Vinegar ; and the moft fra- 
grant Oyntments, if they putrefy, exhale moft peftilent Sa- 
vours ; and greatcft Love, if it be wronged, tumeth into the 
treatell Hatred. Now God as a Lover paffionately wooeth m 3| 
ut if we flight him, and defpife his kina Offers, he will change 
bis note, and turn his wooe ir\to a woe^ as we hear ; Woe be tmta 
tlfewy for they have fled away from me. ; deJlruHion Jhatl be tmto 
thcmj becaufe they have rebelled againft me: tho 1 have redeemed 
thcmj yet tlxy havefpoken lyes againfi mcy HoC 7. 1 J. After the 
clcarelt flaflb of Lightning tolloweth the terriblcft clap of 
Thunder : in like manner, after Goo's mercy in Scripture hath 
for a long time Ughtned^ and moft clearly (hewed it felf to any 
People or Nation,his Jullice thundereth out moft dreadful Threat?, 
For example : after God's familiar difputation with his Vine- 
yard, My beloved had a vineyard in a very fruitful hillf and he fenced 
it, and gathered out thejlones thereof , md flamed it with the choicefi 
tiine^ and built a toxper in tl^e midft of it^ and alfo mdde 4 wine*, 
frefs therein j and he looked that itjhould bring forth grapes, and it 
brought forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem^ 
and men of Judab, judge I pray you between me and my Vineyard% 
what could I have done more to my Vineyard that I have not done ? &C. 
I^ark the fearful conclufion (Verfe 5.) I wiB teB you what Iwilh 
do to my Vineyard, I will take away the hedge thereof, and itjhailba- 
eaten up, I will break^down the wall thereof, and it Jhall be trodden 
4otvn, Efiy 5. i,^, 5,4. And what enfued upon our Saviour's 
Te^rs over Jerufakm, which would not fink into their ftony 
Hearts , but the \>V ody Tragedy which was a6fced upon theni 
forty years after by the Romans ? who (pared neither the anointed 
Head of the Prieft, nor the hoary Head of the aged, nor the 
weaker Sex of \Vomen, nor the tender Age of Infents j but put 
all to the Sword, (acked the Walls, rifled the Houfcs, burned 
(he Ten^ple down co the ground, and left not cneftone upon ano^ 
ther- Q.that we were i^ife^ then we would underfiand^ and ob(erva 
the method of God's proceedings, and in the ruin of God's Peo-» 
pie, if y^e repc^^t not, confi4er om lattc%en^.^ O that th^ mre 
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iM%* WjfS. ThePhilofepi^diftiiiguifliWyaom^^ 

{2o(pt'a, Sapience. ^ - . ; 

i^m^j Prudence. 
Sapience tbey define to be the knowledge of all divine and 
humane thing?, ib far as chey fall wiihin che Icancling of Maixft 
Rea(bn. 

^ Prudence they reftrain to tbc ordering of humane a&irs: 
and this tbey divide into 

7. %. Publick : and this they (ubdivide Into 
r I. Civil. 
\z. Military. 
MUitary Prudence tnakcth a wifir Souldier, Qvil a wife Ststttt^ 
man, Domelitck a wife Hpufliolder, and Sapiente a Wife Cott» 
templative » and Moral Prudence in general a wile pradick 
Man. ' The Rules of this Wifdom are to be taken fr<^m the Pr^ 
cepts of Philofophy, Dilcour^ of Policy, the Apophdiegmsawl 
Stratagems^ Sentences and Examples of thoie ^hom the World 
hath cry'd up for Sages; but this is not the Wildom whidi Mp» 
fes here requireth in God's People, and paffionalcly compbineth 
of the want of it : but a Wifdom of a higher nature, or, to 
(peak more properly, a Wiidom above Nature,a Wifflom whiA 
defcendcth tvom the Father of Lights, which divedeth us (b to 
order and govern our (hoy t life here, that thereby we may cam 
Eternity hereafter : fo to worfhip and ferve God in Chrift ia 
this World, that we may reign with him in the World td comc^ 
The in^Uiblc Rules of this Wifdom are to be fetchM only from 
the infpircd Oracles of God Cretan t in the Old and New Tefiar 
ment ,• the chief whereof are thefe ; 

I • To receive and entertain the DoBrine cfSahatien^ Rules cfSfiri- 
which is the Wifdom of God in a myflery, confti- iual mfikm. 
png the Error?, ^rid convincing tqe FoUy of all 
worldly Wife meq. 

%• ih denf ourfilves^ ar^d onr i^atiptl fVifdom an4 ^afi$i^ anS 
hring roery thought in obedience to tlx QofieL 

3. H? account otirfilves Strangers and Pilgrimsi here upon Earthy 
and ft) to ujh thi World ^ th^ i^e tifed it not. 

4« 7^ ^9 that ^< are not Lordif of our Lands^ Wealth and Goeit^ 
tut only Stewarefs^ toafcoUnt for thein : and therefore fb todifpenfe 
and diftribtite them, that we makg friends efumighttom M^nvmn^ 
that mhenitfaileth Mr, they may. receiie itt imo everlajiin^ Mitatiot^,, 

5. IV fiektifo Lord mbilfi haw^ ^9 /^^-ai)d ^oji CO d^£e^ 
fair Repentance from day to day. * ' €• ji^ 



mt: V rM.' 



'«v 9v/rt 







(10) 

6. To be /ire to provide for oitr eternal ftate^ whatfbever becom- • 
.cth of our temporal , and ,to prefer the Salvation ol our Soul 
before the gaining of the whole World. 

7. To examine daily our Jpiritualefiatey and to inibrm ourfelves 
truly how we ftand in tiie G)urt of Heaven, in God's favour, 
or out of ir. 

8. To ohferve to what Sins we are mcft fuhjeB.\ and where we 
are weakeft^ there continually to fortify againit Satan s Battaries, ' . 

9. In all weighty cccaficns^ ejpccially Juch as concern our Jpiritual 
efiate^ to ask. cowifel of Gody and take direft'Oh f om his Word. 

I o. To confider the [fecial rvorl^s of God^s Providence in the car" 
tiage of the affairs of this fPorlJf and make ufe thereof to our j elves. 

1 1. JLaft-y, To meditate upon the Law of God all the da^'s of our 
lifey and conlider their bltfltd End that keeps it with their whole 
hearty and their accurfed Death that tranlgrefi it. And fo I 
fell upon the fecond Branch of my Text : 

ObC r V. 3 . They would, confider. 1 have already proposed WiC 
don? to your defire« : now I am to commend Coniicieration to 
your Wifd jm. The School Divines make this the (pecial di& 
ference between the Knowledge of Men and Angels j that the 
Knowledge of Angels is intuitive, but of Men difcuiuve ; they 
fee all things to which the beam of their fight extendeth, as it 
were on the fudden with one caft of the eye ; but we by de- 
grees fee one thing afrer another, and infer Eff<.(5Vs from Caufes, 
and Conclufions from Principles, and Particulars from Generals : 
they have the Treafures of Wifdom and Know ledge ready al- 
ways at hand ; we by Reading, Hearing, Conference, but efj^e- 
dally by Mcdirarion, muft dig it out of the precious Mines 
w here it licth. In which regard, Barradius, alluding to the found 
of the word, tho' not ro the Grammatical Original, (aith, Medi- 
tatio eft quafi mentis ditatioy Meditation is the enriching of the 
Soul, becaufe it delves into the rich Mine? of Wifdom, arid 
maketh ufe of all that we hear or read, and layeth it up in our 
Memories.. Seneca fitly termeth it Rumination, or chewing of 
the Cud, which miketh the Food of the Soul tafte fwceter in 
the Mouch, an 1 diggell: better in the Stomach. By the Law 
of God the Bejfts that chewed not the sud were rechned among the 
unclean^ Levir. 1 1. ;, 7. of which the People of God might not 
pat : fuch are they in the Church, that never ruminate, or me^ 
ditate upon thofe things they take in at the Ear, which is the 
Soul's Mouth. I know no diflFerence more apparent between ^ 
\^i(^ man iand a Fooi than this^ that the one is promothem^ he 
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advifeth before ; the other is epimefheust ne adeth firft^ an4 de- 
liberateth afterwards, and * wardeth after he hath reC€iv\Ttl^ 
w ound : the one doth all things headily and ralhly j the bi;her 
maturely and advifedly. A Man that h'hth an underftahdihg 
fpirir, calltth all his Thoughts together, and holdeth a Cabinet 
Council in theClofet of his Heart, and there propoundeth, dcba- 
teth, deliberateth and reiblveth what he hath tp do, and bow, 
before he imbark himfelf into any great defign, or weighty affair. 
For want of this pre confideration moft Men commie many er- 
rors, and fall into great inconvenience?, troubles and mifchiefi^ 
and are often caught unawares in the Devil's fiiare; which thev 
might eafily have fliunncd, if they had lool^d before they Ieap% ana 
fore-caftej their courfe before they entred into it. It is a lamen- 
table thing to fee how many Men, partly through carekfheft 
and incogitancy, partly through a defirc lo tnjoy their fenfual 
pleafures without any interruption, fuffcr Saran, like a cunning 
Faulkner, to put a'hopd upon their Souls, and therewirh blina 
the eyes of the underftanding ; and never offer to pluck it pft^ 
or ffir it, before he hath brought them to utter darknefi. 

AfpUcatJon O that men xvere rpife to under/land this cunning 
of the Devil, and coniider always what ihcy do before they do 
it: and be they never ib rclblutcly bent, and hot fct upon any 
bufineG; yet, according to the advice of the t Orator, to give 
rheir delires to long a breathing-time, ti 1 they have fpr^ken thcfe 
two words to themfelves, Qftid agimm ? what do we ? what arc 
we about? is it a commendable work ? is k agreeable to the 
Word of God? and futuble to our calling? is it of good report? 
and all circumftances confidcr'd expedient ? if lo, go on in 
God's Name, and the Lord profper your handy j^crkj - but if 
otherwife, meddle not with it, and put off all that the Devil or~ 
carnarWiCiom can alledge to induce you unto it, with thefc 
checks of your own Confciences, ftying to your felves, ShaUwe 
pffend God ? fhaU we charge our Confciences f Jhall we Jlain ^ur 
Reputation ? fhall we fcandali:(e our Profejfion ? JJoall we dejpite the 
Sipirit of Grace ? Jhall we forfeit our Eftate in God s Ptomifes^ andfore^ 
go a Title to a 'KJngdom ? Jhall we pull down all Go^s Plagues, and 
Judgments upon us in this life^ and ha:{ard the Damnation ofBcdy and 
Soul in Hell'^ and all this for an earthly vantij^ afading commodity^ a 
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^ Hefiod. £p><x jy i/JiAp^i S^ ^ KS^^K9^ tJV* cu'iy,<p^. 
t Cic. Orat pro Pub. Quinc Si h^c dm fplum vex£a ti^um Muijfis^ 
Sl^dagQ^ rejfirafet credo cupiditar^ &^^ 
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imimtntary pleafure^ m opinim of honour^ a thought of contentment^ i 
iftam of happinej!? Shall rpe beet with the Devil^ and ftakc our 
Souis againft a trifle ? jhall ipe venture our Itfe^ and put all the treor^ 
fitres of GocFs g/acej and our crown of glory in the Devils bottom^ for 
Jhcb light ana vile mtrchandife oi this World ajfordeth ? Is it notfoUy^ 
indy maJneJ} to lay out all upon one great Feafl^ krioming that wejhould 
fi^ all the year after} to venture the boiling in the I^iver ofBrimflone 
firt^er^ for bathing ourfelves in thepleafuresoffinforan hour} 

We forbid our Children to eat fruit, bccaufe we (ay it breed- 
rth Worms in their bellies : and it we had the like care of the 
health of our Souls, as of their Bodies, we would for the (ame 
l*cia(bn abftain from xht forbidden fr«i> of fin, becaufe it brccdeih 
in the Confciencc a never-dying Worm. O ttiat we were wife to 
underftand this, and to 

[Confider our latter end. I have propoftd WifHom to your dc^ 
fires in the firft place ; and in the ftcond referred Confideration 
to your Wifdom : now in the laft place I am to recommend 
your latter end to your confideration. A wife man beginneth 
with the end, which is firft in the intention, but laft in the exe- 
cution : and as we judge of fluffs by their laft, fo of all courfes 
by their end to which they tend. It is not the firft or middle, 
l>ut the laft Scene that denominateth the Play a. Tragedy or ^ 
Comedy : and ic is the ftate of a man at his death and after, 
upon which we are to pafs Judgment, whether he be happy or 
iniferablc. No man knoweth who hath gotten honour or In- 
^my, till the race is run; but after the courfe is fiiiifhed, when 
the rewards arc diftributed to every man according to his work, 
when they that have kcj^t within tne ways of God, and held ot> 
ftraight to the price of their high callirig^ receive an incorruptible 
(Grown of glory : but they who have turned out of the right 
way to purfue earthly vanities, receive their wages, eternal death j 
then all men ihiU fee who was the wifer of the two, and took 
the better courfe : then the wicked tbemfelves fhall confefi their 
beaftly folly, thus rubbing upon their own (ores, and fretting 
fheir own wounds, as we read in the Book oiH^ifdom^ chap. 5. 
3, '4) 5 9 ^9 7, 8, 9, I O. And they repenting^ and groaning for angmpj 
^fpirit^ fhall /ay within themfelveSy Thnwas he whom we had Jonu" 
times in derijiony and A Proverb of reproach. We fools accounted ha 
life madnejl, and ha end to be without fjonour^ - Horn Us he numbred a* 
rnong thechildrein of Gc^df and his lot ianvjng the Saints ? Therefore 
have we erred frojn. tbe^t^ay of truth : ^fnd the light of right eoufnefi 
tatp not JJjihed i^nfo m^ and tbiSun tf X^gj^.^oufi^ rofe mf upon us^ 
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,7tfV 9r Ttt L*jrst^:ot *:aat -yam -'jimmt^k :f. ^iha ^»iM¥y«4#^%iiftK*» -^ 
^r •^a^ea, •iss^av ixt :i.'bmigm^ imt. -t^.-i pmii .-»ii« ?%ii«b^ ^'|n .i^tw .^ 

:te.k$et ;« -re ^asevSm W?>*re 13 yov^ ».^U5' vu> ■i2;\; ^c«|E|&'Om> ^4>- 

of Phre - itir 'loud ij^i SBver ^ ■•*->: tc .we sKie jcki^ i^-^is "^ 
xir Ttfiflmr^y Rabie? - our ^io»\:n*;Cwrouiiv.>:s.:' .Kii ,p4«^::i^ 
Dhznonds - lur os^iufthj: Dumc** vxnr <XHiivNHr^ S^n,^*^' -K.i 

rmeSonjis - tut rntJoukfti!* ^Juik^ ' -JUf itiOvioiis L^^.K^Ui, ^f 
ainaniiu Imarricfng* - Ailthi.i^:fhiH;*^r<vjiihJh*c; inciiwio'*?, 

md nideau? ilrrcks ^n: trie aamiH:ii lit Hbi :*k>v^; \ii. ikkv 1:*n«ik 

af hcarr^nd btrtemcisef fcui Mft? {frail lij^h jani iit>\ (/ .*^ #*• 
had iesn :tfife^ ^rm zpt jpiHiia 'javri stMUefjh^ /mc^ -aM'\<«» ^^a^ i*4 

O^Sn?. 5. Our lactjef <jnc iccc^cli Ixl^^i^ w» -^^ww^n* ^^j^ijjjui^ 

O Death, how Ktxr b thy ivnwi^b^'Hmv i^s hiin ib-it k Uk 
the prime cf his pleafiires ano prkk^ ot hii tonuiHN j^ y^k khc w - 
rnembraua; of Jucigcoem vt mojrc Uctci than (»t IV^lh^ v^A kkl\ 
than of Judgtntnr: Death m c<>m'.^4rilon w*iv no t\'H«k), U j^wi^j 
nient tbllowol not after; an»i ).k1>!.oviu wvunis^h^^lguHuk, vu 
nothing fbJreadful, if tnimeiiicirdy u\M>n ii M«U wvu WkA vnv- 
ned ; and Hell wcrciiorHel', if U lirprivdl us m»( i>l the i.^h 
iures of ParadJfc for evtT. O that Mt»n wt^t? >\ iio ti» i.^t«>liv|^ * 
fn the beginning, or ar hM Wtoir ii W lou l44i'3, 
what their latter eiul Jh.ilUH*; (irft tn ilyi, ihtu ///'/• u.^;./. 
to be brought toJuJgauiu; und wlUr Muiii»itr.", 
either to be led to ihe RivcriiU' PkuKui: li'iinKiH^ itt riu liglii 
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i band of God fof evermore, or to be caft into the Lake of Fire 
and Brimftonc wich the Devil and his Angels, and all the Re- 
probate and Damned, thfmoki ofwhofi torment afiendeth uffor 
*, .J , i tver. and ever^ and they have no reji day nor ni^ht^ Apoc. 14. 1 J. 

, J ,/ Alhes keep Fire alive, and the confideration ot our End and 

Diflbiution, which (hall be into Dull and Aflies, not only keep- 
cth alive, but alfe ftirrcth up the (parks of God's grace in us af- 
ter this manner : ** Why do I thus torment my (elf with jproi 
*^ i(x9B, cares, and defign^ ? I (hall (hortly ( I know not now 
* loon) return to my iiarth, and then all my thoughts Jhall fe^ 
«* rifh^ P&L 146. 1. 'Why do I bear ray head fo high now ? it 
*^.fhall lie lew enough one day.^ Why do I lay on (b much 
*^ coft on gorgeous Apparel, which covereth nothing but Duft 
•* and Dung ? Why do I prodigally laviflb out my Patrimony 
*^ in exquifite Dainties, and all kinds of delidou^ Meats, which 
**. feed nothing but Worms ? Why dote I upon the faireft 
** Beauty flefh and Blood can pre(ent to a lafcivious Eve ? If it 
^* be artiEcial, it is nothing but Paint and Powdery it natural, 
«* nothing but Duft and Alhcs. Why do I (end to the uttcr- 
" moft parts of the Earth. for the rareft Stuffs, the fineft Linnen 
•• and Napery ? I (hall carry nothing of ic all away with me 
** but my Windinc-fheet Laftly, Why do I make fo great 
,*' Purcha(cs of Lands and PoffcflSons ? I (hall keep the poflTeuion 
** of nothing but the mea(ure of my Grave, and perhaps be di- 
•^ (hirb'd in it too, as two of the greateft Purcha(ers of Land 
•* in the World were. fVtllinm the Korman^ who conquered a 
great part of this Ifland , and Alexander the Great, who con- 
quered the greateft part of the knownWorld,both lay a long time 
above-ground imburied, being denied that which the pooreft 
Beggar that never had foot of f^nd In all his life hath freely 
given unto him, a hole to lay his head in under-ground. Ve- 
Hly, as nothing can quench the burning (lime of 54i»d/4rjjr called 
"^ Maltha J nor the flame ot the Hill Chimara^ but only Earth ; (o 
nothing can extingui(h the ever-burning De(ires of the ambiti- 
ous for honour, ot the voluptuous for pleafure, of the covetoua 
for gain, but only mould and earth, the complements of our 
grave, and remains of our latter end. 

In my di(cour(e of our latter end, to draw towards an end, 
before the deftruAion of the holy City and Temple, Jofephus 

* Plin. ntr. hid. l«i. c. 104, Limum fiagranttm (quam Mahham) vi- 
9ant) terra tantwn extingui docuere experimenta, FUgrat mons Chtmaxd 
imm^rtali fiamma^ extingmtnr tamen terrs iy fmo. 
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wtileth of a Man affllded In inin<^, that ran about the Cky cry- 
ing, Wo to the Cirj, wo to the Temple, wo to the Pricft% 
^Wo Co the People, and laft of all wo to tmy felf j at which words 
he was fliin on the Walls by a ftone out of a Sling, Ler us 
take away but one letter, turning Wo into O, and his Prophe- 
fic for the future CTay be our Admonition, and the Application 
of this Oblervation for the prefcnt. O that the V\'oric!, O that 
this Kingdom in the World, O that this City iu this Kingdom, 
O that we in this City here prefcnt were wife, then would wc 
underftand this: this ^eftacleof our nature, this emblem of 
our frailty, this mirrcur of our mortality, . and in it confider our 
Jatter end, which cannot be far off. For our dc- 
ceas'd Brother is here arretted before cur eyes for a Afflieatim, 
debt of nature, in which we are as deeply ingag'd 
.as he J and if ether the Wealth of the Work), or Gifts of Nature, 
or Jewels of Grace might have redeemed himj if either Skill of 
Phyficians, or love and care of his friends, or praj'^rs a?id tears 
of his kindred, and his deareft fecond fclf could have baitd him, 
tic had not been laid uf as now ye fee him. But let no man (ell 
you finoak to.dazJe your eyes in fiich (brt, but that you may 
all fee your own faces in this hrok&n gUfi There is no prtp- 
teBiQn to be got from King or Nobles in this rafc : no rifeuiig 
any by force from this Serjeant of God, Death: no bail or 
mainfrife from this common ^nyo« of all mankind, the Grave: 
gU our con. fort V, that we may hereafter (iie out an Habeoi cor^ 
jpf/f, which the Judge of all flefh will not deny us at the general 
Amzes, that we may make our corporal appearance at .bis bar 
in the clouds, and there have our jCaufe try'd. Do you dcfire 
to know how this debt with infinite arrearages growcth upon 
iis. and all mankind ? St. yiufiin giveth you a good account, 
the Woman took up Gn from the Serpent, as it were by loan, 
Coif{fenJu Adam fecit .cautionewy ufura crevit pcftcrstatiy. Adam by 
confenring teal'd the B-ond, the Intereft hath run upon all hig 
Pofteiity, and the Intereft that Death had in him by fin, ami 
upon us by him, and the Intereft^ upon Intereft by numbtrkfi 
ailual fins eateth us out one by one, till death that (walloweth 
Us up all in the end be fwaJlowed up into viBory^ i Cor. 1 5- 1 S* 
and then Ihall be fulfilled that Prophefie, O deathy n'bere is thy 
ping ? O gravc^ where is thy viElory ? At which Q»ol. dcliv< ry of 
all deaths prifoners, we that are living (hall nbt prevent our 
Brother that Iteth afleep before Ui5 in his Winding-lheet: upon 
whofe Hearfc, after I have ftrow'd a few flowers, I will commie 
him to the Earthy and you to God* i.The 
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